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donate the money he raises from his 
t-shirt sales to two local organizations
that have a focus of helping cancer
patients. One of the organizations
is Friends with Wings. “It’s actu-
ally over here in Illinois,” Harrison
explained. “It’s a group that helps
raise money for kids with cancer and
helps out their families.”
“The other one is Breakfast Club,” 
Harrison added. “It’s an African 
American organization that helps 
women out with breast cancer.”
Marketing signs for Harrison’s 
“Seal the Deal” t-shirts can be found 
inside the Meyer YMCA. “He’s a 
summer camper here,” Nate Tingley, 
Edwardsville YMCA Meyer Center 
Branch Director said about Harrison. 
“He’s here even when he’s not in the 
program – he’s in the gym and he’s 
shooting around.”
Tingley said that Harrison approached him about YMCA staffers and members supporting his efforts 
by purchasing his shirts. Then with 
the help of his father, Harrison devel-
oped a marketing poster to advertise 
his shirts at the YMCA. “We have one 
(poster) by the stairs and one by the 
summer camp,” Tingley noted. “It’s 
one of those things where he took 
the initiative, and that’s what kind 
of struck me really. He approached us about this stuff. It says a lot about 
Harrison.”
in Glen Carbon. At about 8 
p.m., an issue with AT&T led to
a shutdown of Glen Carbon’s
911 and communications. Glen
Carbon also handles Troy and
Maryville. Calls were routed tothe Sheriff’s Department, and 
service was restored after about 
3.5 hours.
However, Coleen Shaller, sup-
port services supervisor for the 
Glen Carbon Police Department, 
said she called the IT Depart-
ment and nobody returned her 
call for approximately an hour. 
She said the response needs to 
be 5-10 minutes.
Ciampoli questioned that, 
saying it was unreasonable; 
Shaller responded that in law 
enforcement that was “very rea-
sonable.”
Decker said when law 
enforcement personnel are 
on call, they are expected to 
respond immediately.
“When you’re assigned on 
call, your cell goes with you 
when you go to the restroom,” 
he said. “We have a high expec-
tation of quick response.”
There were also some dis-
crepancies between IT and law 
enforcement timelines of the 
incident, but IT Director Rob 
Dorman said they need to cre-
ate an “escalation tree” of IT 
people to call in an emergency, 
with Shaller adding that that 
system would need to be made available to the 28 different 
departments that are part of the 
system.
Goggin said they “need to 
have a plan forward,” which led 
to discussion about the need for 
a junior public safety person in 
the IT Department.
There had been complaints 
from Madison County 911 that 
money for that position had 
been added to that department’s 
2018 budget at the last minute, 
and it was only recently discov-
ered. A similar line item was 
also in IT’s budget.
Interim 911 Director Dana 
Burris complained that nobody had notified her of the change. Dorman said his office had 
not requested that change, but 
also noted that the listing for a junior public safety officer in 
the IT Department was appar-
ently a mistake, because they 
wanted a junior systems admin-
istrator.
Both Goggin and Ciampoli 
said they would not support 
separate IT departments or 
programs in the county. Gog-
gin noted that if that happened, 
within a few years people 
would question how they 
allowed that to happen.
“How did grown people not 
manage to put on their big boy 
pants and sit down in a room 
and work it out?” he said.
There was more back-and-
fourth over several issues. 
Board Member Ann Gorman, 
D-Edwardsville, said there
needs to be more communi-
cation between IT and other
departments.
Ciampoli noted that instead 
of emails, they may need to talk 
over the telephone or actually 
meet to discuss issues.
“I’m not in favor of breaking 
up IT,” she said. “It seems to 
be more of a communication 
issue.”
Dorman then said he would 
have the “escalation tree” set up 
by the end of the week.
“You’ll have something 
quicker than that,” Ciampoli 
responded.
Decker then said they have to 
have a better level of coopera-
tion “or we will look at some-
thing else.”
Goggin took issue with that.“”We need to fix the issues, 
not work toward separate 
departments,” he said before 
bringing the discussion to a 
close.
Dorman said he would have 
the “escalation tree” set up by 
the end of the day Tuesday, and 
would attend the next Emer-
gency Telephone System Board 
meeting.
“We will overcommunicate, 
and we will exceed your expec-
tations,” he said.
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Adviser nomination spurs questions
After a 19-month delay, 
the Trump Administra-
tion has nominated 
someone to be the direc-tor of the Office of Sci-
ence and Technology 
Policy, or as is more col-
loquially known, the 
science adviser to the 
president.
Congress established the White House Office 
of Science and Technolo-
gy Policy (OSTP) in 1976. 
President Gerald Ford, a 
Republican, signed the 
act creating the agency 
into law. That took place 
after President Nixon dis-
banded the then-called 
“President Advisory 
Committee” in 1973.
The mandate for the 
agency is to provide 
the president and oth-
ers within the Executive Office of the President 
with advice on the sci-entific, engineering, and 
technological aspects of 
the economy, national 
security, homeland 
security, health, foreign 
relations, the environ-
ment, and the technologi-
cal recovery and use of 
resources, among other 
topics.
Therefore, it is an 
agency that can have a tremendous influence on 
U.S. politics and policies 
since before making any 
decision on the above-
mentioned areas, the 
president is supposed 
to hear what the science 
adviser has to say. How-
ever, in recent actions, 
including how to deal 
with nuclear threats from 
North Korea, natural 
disasters, and the with-
drawing of the U.S. from 
the Paris climate agree-
ment, Trump has acted 
without the advice of any scientific expert.
“The dismissal of sci-entific evidence in policy formulation has affected 
wide areas of the social, 
biological, environmental 
and physical sciences,” 
read a statement signed 
by more than 1,000 
members of the National 
Academy of Sciences last 
April.
More than a year and a 
half since becoming pres-
ident, and with the OSTP staff reduced from 135 to 
just 45 people, Trump has finally nominated Kelvin 
Droegemeier, a meteorol-
ogist with a long research 
record in the area of pre-
dicting severe storms, to head the Office. Droege-
meier, 59, will still need to be confirmed by the 
U.S. Senate. Droegemeier 
has been working since 
the 1990s in applying 
radar technology and 
computer technology to 
predict the development 
of thunderstorms. He 
went on to co-found the 
National Science Foun-
dation’s (NSF) Science 
and Technology Center 
for Analysis and Predic-
tion of Storms, as well as 
the NSF’s Engineering 
Research Center for Col-
laborative Adaptive Sens-
ing of the Atmosphere. 
He is now vice president 
for research at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma and 
the state’s secretary of 
science and technology.
Under both George W. 
Bush and Barack Obama, 
he served on the National 
Science Board, which 
sets the priorities for the 
National Science Founda-
tion and advises Con-
gress and the president.
The nomination has 
been well received within the scientific community, 
which was anxious about 
a potential nomination 
of someone with ties to 
industry (as has hap-
pened at the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
and the Department of 
Education) or just some 
kind of witch doctor from 
the lunatic fringe. Yet, 
there is an area for which 
there is no paper trail on 
Droegemeier’s position: 
climate change. And he 
will be the one reporting 
to a president who has 
publicly called climate 
change “a Chinese hoax.” 
Politically speaking, 
Droegemeier is a conser-
vative whose web page is 
emblazoned with “God 
Bless America!!!” some-
thing quite unusual for 
people in the academy. 
He leads a state science 
advisory panel named 
by Oklahoma Gov. Mary 
Fallin, and has advised 
former Oklahoma Rep. 
Jim Bridenstine – both 
Republicans – in a very 
red state. Bridenstine is 
now the administrator of 
NASA
But the question is, 
even if he agrees with the scientific consensus on 
climate change and other 
matters, will he be heard?
From a practical view-
point, the president’s sci-
ence adviser is supposed 
to get various govern-
ment agencies to agree 
on research priorities, 
and then help to make 
sure those strategies are reflected in federal 
funding. And the Trump 
Administration is notori-ous for ignoring scientific 
advice and has proposed 
deep cuts in science and 
technology budgets at the 
national level. At some 
point, they proposed a 20 
percent cut in the budget 
of the National Institutes 
of Health, the primary generator of scientific 
information in medical 
matters.
The administration 
proposed an EPA rule 
that would limit the use 
of science for crafting 
regulations where all 
underlying data aren’t 
publicly available. The 
new rules “would ensure 
it pursues its public 
health mission in a man-
ner the public can trust 
and understand.” In 
other words, if the sci-
ence is too complicated 
for the general public 
to grasp, then ignore it. 
Such a proposal would 
open the door for unsci-entific information gener-
ated by interest groups to influence public policy.
The Trump Adminis-
tration has also proposed 
slashing the budgets of a 
public-health prepared-
ness fund at the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, climate-
change programs at the 
EPA, and NASA’s Wide-
Field Infrared Survey 
Telescope. Droegemeier 
does have a record of 
supporting federally 
funded research. In an 
opinion piece pub-
lished last year in the 
Des Moines Register, 
he called for the White 
House and Congress to 
shore up federal research 
funding. “Though the benefits of short-term 
savings in the yearly 
federal budgets may be 
appealing, they result 
in insidious, long-term 
consequences,” he wrote. 
“Due to underfunding, 
we risk losing an entire 
generation of research-
ers.”During the confir-
mation hearings, we 
will get to know more 
about Droegemeier’s 
stances, as well as about 
the skepticism of some 
Republican senators 
about science informing 
policy. But the real ques-
tion is, will Droegemeier 
be heard by a president 
notorious for mak-
ing decisions without 
consulting appropriate 
people even within his 
ideological camp?
Furthermore, it is not 
clear whether the White 
House intends to appoint 
Droegemeier as an assis-
tant to the president, a 
position held by several 
recent White House sci-
ence advisers. The title, 
which is separate from 
that of OSTP director, 
essentially signals close 
ties to the president and 
his top aides. An OSTP staffer told reporters 
that any decision about 
whether to give Droege-
meier an additional title 
would be made after his confirmation by the Sen-
ate.
Now we will have to 
wait and see.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. 
is a writer and college pro-
fessor with leadership expe-
rience in higher education. 
He can be contacted through 
his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Edwardsville Art Fair participating artists
For the Intelligencer
The Annual Edwards-
ville Art Fair is scheduled 
Sept. 21 through Sept. 
23 at City Park, near 
the Edwardsville Public 
Library. Numerous artists 
from the area and region 
will have their work on 
display and for sale. The 
Fair also features enter-
tainment and activities for 
children.
Here’s a look at three of 
the artists who will be par-
ticipating:
Artist: Rick Canham
From: Portland, OR
Artist Statement:
Medium format paint-
erly impressions of natural 
events in extraordinary 
light, each printed by the 
artist from the original 
negative, using traditional 
darkroom techniques, and 
the most archival papers 
available. The camera is 
a Hasselblad. I use many films, both transparency 
and negative. I am a mas-
ter printer, using skills 
acquired over 35 years 
in the darkroom. Count-
less hours are spent to 
assure the precise color 
balance and density for 
each photograph. They 
are printed on Fujicolor 
Crystal Archive paper, the 
most archival color process 
available today. The imag-
es are emotive, abstract, 
and minimalist. There is 
NO digital involvement in 
producing the work. They 
are presented in a laminat-
ed glassless format, which 
protects the photograph 
while allowing it to be as 
brilliant as possible, with no reflected glare. Images are offered in limited edi-
tions of 100 or 250.
Website: http://www.
RickCanham.com
Artist: Paul Eshelman
From: Elizabeth, IL
Artist Statement: Cul-ture has been defined 
as what we make of the 
world. My pots enter an 
age noted for frenzied 
activity and visual distrac-
tion. This world fragments 
our lives in profound 
ways. Functional pottery 
is my cultural attempt, 
through the material of 
clay, to bring order and 
human dignity to the 
merely physical act of con-
suming food and drink. 
As my pots are used daily, 
my hope is that they carry 
measures of quiet and 
nourishment for body and 
spirit. I imagine people at 
a dinner table, work space, or office cubicle where 
food and drink are served 
and humanized by hospi-
table, well-ordered pots.
The pieces are made 
using a casting process 
in molds I design and 
make. The clay body is a 
red stoneware; the glazes 
are all lead free. Clarity is 
given to my simple forms 
by contrasting glazed and 
unglazed surfaces. Pure 
clean glazes render elegant 
presentation of food and 
drink.
My developing artistic 
interests were directed 
along practical lines as I 
grew up in Iowa. Simple 
utilitarian objects such as 
those produced by Ameri-
can Shakers guided me 
aesthetically. I received a 
B.A. in art from the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound in 
Tacoma, Washington and 
an M.F.A. in ceramics from 
the Rhode Island School 
of Design in Providence, 
Rhode Island. Since 1988 
my wife, Laurel, and I 
have been living and mak-
ing pottery in Elizabeth, a 
small farming community 
in northwestern Illinois. 
We have three children 
who all worked in the pot-
tery during their years at 
home.
Website: http://www.
eshelmanpottery.com
Artist: Ana Sumner
From: Glen Carbon, IL
Artist Statement:
Through a Crazy Quilt-
ing class, I was introduced 
to free form quilting and 
stitching. The wealth of 
knowledge I received chal-
lenged my creativity. Play-
ing with what I learned 
and then making my own 
designs, I began creat-
ing art by using mixed 
media techniques with an 
embroidery twist.
As an artist I love 
exploring the things 
seen, and not seen, in the 
framework of the natural 
world. The things not seen, I find expression through 
my imagination, and the 
things seen are revealed 
by the way I see the world 
around me.
Website: http://www.
sewuniqueart.com
Pictured from left are works by: Rick Canham, Paul 
Eschelman and Ana Sumner.
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